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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN ')S., 
SUBJECT: 

You asked that I provide you with a brief memo outlining my idea for 
the 4th of July. 

In tentative planning for the 4th of July weekend, all of the President's 
appearances are outside the White House and many of them are outside 
Washington. In my view, there should be at least one major, celebratory 
event here and it should be something very, very special -- something 
that only a President can do. 

May I recommend consideration of a dinner the night of the 4th here in 
the White House (a Sunday evening) at which the President presents 
Medals of Freedom to about a dozen of the most outstanding men and 
women in the country and to which are invited past winners of the medal 
as well as other luminaries. It could be a very colorful event because 
about half-way through it the guests could go outside (on the balconies or 
on the grounds) where they could watch one of the most spectacular fire­
works displays in Washington's history --and they would have the best 
seats in town. I understand that several hundred thousand people may be 
on or around the Monument to watch the show and that the networks may 
carry portions of it. (If the networks are roaming free that night to 
celebrate the 4th, they would almost surely pick up on White House 
festivities. ) 

The most important point is that the President would be showing to the 
entire country what wonderfully accomplished people there are in the 
United States. It would be a unifying, uplifting experience for millions 
of people to see a President honoring the very best our country has to 
offer and to mix that with the patriotism and pageantry of the 4th. 

' 



2 

We might even consider a picnic on the South Grounds for the occasion. 
The drawback there is that it may appear to be too elitist for those who 
are outside' the gates. 

Incidentally, you may remember that JFK once had a very memorable 
night at the White House when he honored all of the Americans who had 
won the Nobel Prize. As I recall, his comment to the guests that night 
was to this effect: 11 There hasn't been as much genius collected in this 
room in the White House since Thomas Jefferson used to dine here alone. 11 
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- JAMES M. CANNON, PRESIDENT FORD•s assistant for ...... : aftaln aJUl: . 

executive'director of the- Domestic Coa~~eil, takes Presideat's plaCe as ~iaker at R.~:,· 
Independence Commemor,ative at Newpert service ill celebration of 200th llllllivenary 
of Rhode lslaad indepeadeace iD pulpit of Trinity-Cillards yesterday. (Daily News) 

P:fesi~g,~_?_§_~J4~~ sp~~s,_ J-
. syCLABAF.EMERSON 1 tofr~of_~ofreligi<!D . ::name••:reflects-·a uniq_ueiy l 
As the brave men and women I a~d ·- of_®~ • pres.s. ~ 'th~~-d, Americarr conception-·,· ·of I 

who settled the·r American -l ~venes were. spelled out m· ·.· F~om which is' at the cin of .J 

human freedom, and thereby 
repaid in· part the debt we all 
owe to a tiny handful of men. . 
. who pledged their lives, their 
fortunes and their sacred honor 
that liberty might endure for all 
.of time." 

The day's celebration, a 
memorial to the late Rev. , 
John W. Dorney, began with a i 
parade of military units from 
the Colony House on 
Washington Square to the 
church, led by the Newport 1 
Artillery Company under CoL 
Arthur Newell; Also in line were 
the- Kentish ·Guards and Var-
, num · Continentals of East 
Greenwich. and officers of the 
Naval War College, who were· 
given ~ seat3 at the 
church. ·The . NeWport Concert-J 
Band played a balf-bour concert 
before the semce; ted .. .,. 
Arthur Dennis, director. 

The service was conducted by 
the Rev. Charles J. MiDifie, 
rector, and tbe Rev. D. Lome 
Coyle, assistant. The Navy 
Choristers, directed by Marian 
W. Van Slyke, sag. · 
,~ · Mayor Dennelly reed the first 
.lesson, and Frank Hale- -D, 
cbainDaD of Rl Independence I 
Commemorative at· Newport, I 
read the second lesson. Lt. Gov. 
J. Joseph Garnby, wbo was to 
have read tbe govemor"s I 
proclamatioD. was not present. 

A near capacity audience 
attended, many ·in- colonial 
costumes. A ~ion at 
Hon1JDU·' · Halt ··.followed, 
arriitged by- RIICAN UDder tbe 
chairmansbip of Miss Dorothy ' 
Fillebmnt. ..:. t 

colonies ~ pioDeen. in an ._the- ·Deciara. . ~· _!lt • Indepen- ~ ~ur ' ~lili~ ud political.i 
unexpkind wiJdemess land aad.. d~c~, 8ssured m the -~n- _ . liberties. ,~ . · · . 
pioneers in a time: of momen- . ~on, ~~-ha:ve · bet:_n. ~ af- :~- We maw: om is DOt yet the 1 . 
tons soclal;>:· eCoDomic and _:;-flrmed: ~ · .. ·.a_n~ '· reaff~ed_ .t: ~ect ....-; .. we)save made. Newport Daily News 
political<~.cbange, ··so today's ·' through ~ur: history. ADd ~ ~mistakes...,!~~- :·~eeding . May 3, 1976 
Americu s are·pioneers .. iD .._:. are as .precJOUS today ~f:be! · ~~generations.. ban' ad.vuCed 
wilderDttS of teeming -ar·:!ii were th .~es 81~-~ _;;toward a better aaiGn. Be a!-
banizatioa, social ferment, speaker~ . ·. t --·: .. ,1~firmed lis- belief that .with. 
swift comm.uoicatioa, ecoooaric 1 We are ~~R piCIH!ei'S i& tldST~eemmoa· sense and self-· 
stress and ~-politic:al'I age_. the ~· ~ moderJ( ~'restraint,. dedication and a 
events. . nation oh ~ wor~ the first ·renewed sense of purpose, out 

So said James M. Cannan, . to deal . ~-- the 1m pact of l· ·free. people with representative· 
President Ford's assistant .b-J communieatioD ~ technology , governmetJt can live and-,' 
domestic affairs, in addressing 1 ~~~on humanity ~on the ~ . compete, achieve nationa11· 
thP 200th anniversary service at ~tutions . of a free people; l, _greatness and .. sustain · world 
'IWWty Church yesterday. . , Cannon~ Beyond our-shor71 !•-Jeadership, in a modein world. 

Our forebears were piooeel's' ~ '?"'emment 15 t VIeWing the. future, be said. "l 1· 

in representative government, retreating; Ameri~ ~~ believe tbat. historians Shin· 
the rule .of law, in individual the true revolutionari~ • ··· · record that this Republic.. ·: j 
liberty · · ,_];m .... - freed The speaker empbaSJzed the > ;.'-ped .a-;_ a...:,. ,.. , m ·~ om 1 • . role of religioD . the countrY .. - .~ a new .......... ,; ~ • 
and institutional democracy, in. .. birth; for it, m the'dwrcb h s

1
t, .new. world based on law, in-' .• 

the role of government as ~ ~Sai~-tbaf~ilithe foreft.on~ _di.yidual achievement and. i 
serv~t. ~- tlwr .. people. Their! • of .. .:..--:...-• • .--- f li..__ 
discoveries were not limited-too • IUUCllo;cl s-q---. or ....,.., 
land or resoarees, but extended . 200 years ago.l'bat we are ~ .. ,. 

.. - . - . to worship-GOd '!by wbatevfi" ! 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

T-HE WHITE HOUSE 

"_.,.-

WASHINGTON 

May 28~ 1976 

RED CAVANEY 
GWEN ANDERSON 
TERRY 01DON~ELL 

~ORB EN 
DOUG BLASER 

WILLIAM NICHOLSON ()l!J}~ ~ 
The President's Participation in 
Bicentennial Activities, July 1-5 

" . 

The President has approved ,participation in the following events· 
in honor· of the Nation1 s Bicentennial. Background information is 
attached;. Please coordinate the announcement of these events with me. 

Thursday, July 1 

II 

11:00 a.m. 

Saturday, July 3 

12:00 Noon 

8:30 p.m • 

Dedicate the National Air and Space Museum. 
The museum is located on the Mall along 
Independence Avenue between 4th anc'l 7th Streets. 

Deliver address at the National Archives at a 
ceremony in honor of the Declaration of 
Jndependence. 

Honor America: program at the Kennedy Center. 

. Sunday, July 4 

7:30 a.m. Attend early Church Service at either St. John1s 
on Lafayette Square or Christ Church in Alexandria. 

8:00 a.m. Depart for Valley Forge .. Pennsylvania. 
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9:00a.m. 

9:40a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

9:30p.m. 

Monday, July 5 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

-Z-

Greet wagonmasters at Wagon Train Encampment 
at Valley Forge Park and accept Pledges of .. 
Rededic'ation which were signed by hundreds of 
thousands of Americans and collected by the 

__ wagon trains enroute to Valley Forge. 

Depart .for· Philadelphia. 
. 

Special Bicentennial Program ;it independence · 
Hall in Philadelphia. 

Depart for New York City. 

Review Operation Sai11976 and the International 
Naval Review. 

View Happy Birthday USA fireworks program 
from. the Truman Balcony of the White.House: 

Depart for Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Speak following naturalization ceremonies on 
the steps of Monticello, the home of President 
Jefferson. 

cc: John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
· Russ Rourke 
Milt Mitler 
Ted Marrs 
Carole Farrar 
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